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Interiors 

BY TINA-MARIE O’NEILL 

Moving house 
has often been 
identified as 
one of the top 
10 most stress-

ful events in life. It’s debatable, 
but for those in the throes of 
clearing out rooms, attics, 
kitchen cupboards and the 
garden shed, itemising and 

packing everything up and 
physically relocating to a new 
abode to unload it all again, 
the idea of having someone to 
take away the hassles of house 
moving sounds like a blessing. 

Cue Wicklow native Ara-
bella Page, an international 
wine wholesaler for 15 years 
now turned house clearance 
specialist, or “move manag-
er”. Page’s company, Clear-

Move, provides a full range 
of services, from furniture 
clearance and move co-or-
dination right through to set-

ting up utility providers in a 
client’s new home.

“I set up ClearMove just 
over a year ago,” she says. 

“My great-aunt passed away 
and my family were over-
whelmed by the house clear-
ance process. I discovered I 

enjoy being organised and 
efficient. My problem-solv-
ing and multi-tasking skills 
came into play and were re-
ally beneficial. I then helped 
my parents to downsize, and 
really my business has grown 
from there. I tend not to get 
stressed by the process. 

“I think there’s a demand in 
the market for an experienced 
professional to handle all the 
aspects of a house clearance 
or move, including the paper-
work involved in terminating 
utility services in one proper-
ty and setting up new utilities 
in a client’s new property.” 

Business has increased 
steadily, and Page’s clients 
now include families selling 
their house and the contents 
of the home they grew up in, 
older couples downsizing and 
anyone who is time-poor and 
needs help with moving.

“Clearing a family home is 
very daunting and time-con-
suming and can be very emo-
tional due to the sentimental 
value attached to personal 
belongings. A professional 
like myself can minimise the 
stress involved and provide 

impartial, sensitive guidance 
and practical advice and sup-
port,” she says. 

ClearMove organises the 
valuation of contents and en-
sures there is minimal waste, 
with all items either re-sold 
or donated. 

“It is always worth getting 
items valued as it gives a clear 
view of whether they can be 
re-sold or sent to charity, and 
we often uncover interesting, 
valuable pieces. We avoid 
skips as much as possible 
and move furniture on to 
auction houses or charities. 
Even sheets and towels are 
donated to animal charities, 
so there is very little waste 
involved and the process is 
as environmentally friendly 
as possible,” says Page. 

“There’s also a lot of trust 
involved, particularly when 
you’re tasked with clearing 
out a property that may have 
been lived in by two or three 
generations and there could 
be anything in it. One client 
discovered an incomplete 
Belleek tea set with some 
pieces dating from 1833, and 
which was estimated at be-

tween €600 and €800, so you 
never know . . .” 

ClearMove offers tailored 
services for clients; these 
range from a plan of action 
that clients can carry out 
themselves to Page being left 
the keys to conduct an entire 
clear-out and transfer/auc-
tion/contents sale, etc. 

“Every house is different 
and every client is different,” 
she says. “Some will require 
a minimum of help, others 
may need you to be at their 
side throughout the pro-
cess, and all are catered for. 
Some projects have taken a 
day, others 12. It starts with a 
phone call and an assessment 
of needs and gauging what 
stage people are at. Are they 
just thinking of moving? Have 
they already sold? Are they 
moving to Kerry or Italy? We 
take it from there. Everything 
and anything is doable.” 

ClearMove provides an 
initial free consultation, and 
rates are then based on the 
time input required and the 
scale of the individual project. 
For more details or to contact 
Page, visit clearmove.ie.

W
here once a 
glimpse of the 
stars of the silver 
screen was rare, 
well-orchestrated 
and exclusive, 
it seems that 
everything (and 

everyone) is a lot more accessible these days. 
We have become accustomed to seeing our 
favourite A-list celebs snapped unawares in 
their civvies or in their beachwear on holiday. 
Meanwhile, Instagram stars relish in the ordi-
nary every day. It’s all a far cry from the glory 
days of Hollywood, when stars like Bette Davis, 
Joan Crawford, Cary Grant and Paul Newman 
were seemingly untouchable. 

The allure, however, remains and is celebrat-
ed at the annual Academy Awards which take 
place tonight in Los Angeles. To help celebrate 
Irish co-production The Favourite’s record ten 
nominations, we’re taking a look at how you 
can add a bit of Hollywood glamour to your 
home.

Hollywood glamour evokes a sense of el-
egance, beauty, charisma and opulence. I 
recently attended the Great Gatsby at the Gate 
Theatre in Dublin. It was an incredibly immer-
sive experience, everybody was dressed up and 
the staging epitomised the grandeur of 1920s 
art-deco society. Art deco is a style of visual 
arts, architecture and design that first appeared 
just before World War I. Its influence was ubiq-
uitous in the design of buildings, furniture and 
movies. Think the Stella Cinema in Rathmines, 
recently re-imagined back to its former glory 
by O’Donnell:O’Neill and the Press Up group.

Art deco represented luxury, glamour and 
exuberance, and it is little wonder that these 
have remained a staple of Hollywood and Os-
cars glamour since the first ceremony which 
first took place in 1929. Here are some ways 
you can bring art deco influences into your 
home.

Curves
One of the key features of art deco is the clas-
sic curve. This can be in the furniture but also 
curved lines carried through the room via ar-
chitecture, furniture, fixtures and fittings. These 
can give your space a softer, more elegant feel. 

The art deco trend is currently infiltrating our 
Pinterest and Instagram accounts as designers 
the world over take renewed inspiration and 
give a new lease of life to the aesthetic. Design-
ers Jaime Hayon, the Stella Collective and Line 
House Design are some of my favourites who 
are doing it well.

Some ways to add curves to your own space 
include: incorporating curved elements to your 
space; arches, curved screens, curved chairs 
or seating with rounded arms. A round mirror 
or rug, tables, stools, etc. The femininity of the 
curve adds a softness to a more architectural 
space.

Colour
Pastel shades and unusual colour candy com-
binations enhance the art deco feel. Taking 
inspiration from the iconic Miami streetscape, 
add lacquered and high-gloss pastel shades to 
create a sensuous and luxurious setting. Note 
Design Studio are masters of these colour com-
binations.

Gold
We could not talk about Hollywood without 
talking about gold. It is the perfect metallic 
to add a luxe look to your home. A timeless 
element that has been showing its face for 
some time now in the form of brass accents. 
Some great ways to add this luxe shade to your 
home include brass fixtures and fittings, from 
taps, door and cabinet handles, and subtle 
details such as silk or satin curtains or throw 
pillows. Small accents such as boxes, candle 

holders, bowl lamps or occasional tables can 
be a great way of bringing in an element of 
brass in a subtle way. Our KLD brass mirror is 
a timeless piece that combines luxurious brass 
with an over-scaled curve. Make sure to go 
with a less is more approach and choose quali-
ty over quantity. Painted-effect brass tends not 
to look as good.

Sparkle
This is one to use sparingly. I am not one who 
recommends fuss or frills but Oscar-inspired 
design can include timeless, carefully curated 
elements, the more vintage and antique ele-
ments the bette: think bevelled mirrors and 
mirrored tiled walls (Fired Earth has a great 

offering). Vintage glass chandeliers and wall 
sconces are some of my favourite ways to add 
glitz and glam. Think about the cocktail bar 
in the Westbury. Silk or satin and velvets add 
sheen and sparkle to fabrics and high-gloss 
surfaces and lacquers; glass and crystal can 
add a reflective jewel-like quality to your 
space. Consider painting walls in a high gloss 
finish to get that dramatic impact and reflec-
tion of light.

Faux fur and shag
You can’t beat a faux fur for luxury, and sump-
tuous textures are a must. Here, again, don’t 
go overboard. Add faux fur or shag using plush 
rugs or carpets, throw pillows and an oversized 

throw. These add luxe but are also incredibly 
cosy and inviting.

Ornate pieces
When considering adding Oscars style to your 
home, throw minimalism out the door. More is 
definitely more . . . but go the whole hog. Half 
measures result in a confused space. Look for 
pieces that have that extra detail, such as an 
etched pattern on a mirrored surface; glass or 
crystal with an interesting carved texture; or 
anything with a bold pattern. 

Luxe vintage bar
You can’t beat a luxe vintage bar to add class 
and style. This is becoming increasingly sought 
after by many of our clients. The idea of a Mad 
Men-style hidden bar adds a certain level of 
fun and mystery. If you can, pick a spot a spot 
in your home and put together a luxurious bar, 
it will always be a talking point.

The secret is to display everything well. As 
ever, the devil is in the detail and people will 
always appreciate the effort. Mirror is great to 
maximise impact and reflections.

Lighting
We love our lights at KLD, they are quite sim-
ply the jewellery of interiors. I am a huge fan of 
Niamh Barry and I always get so excited when 
a customer, be they residential or commercial, 
requests a piece of her work. She is undoubt-
edly an artist in her field and each piece is in 
itself a work of art. 

There are so many beautiful light fixtures 
from beautiful lamps to sconces or chandeliers. 
Don’t ever underestimate the power of light-
ing, it can totally enhance all the little, highly 
reflective details you have added to your glam-
orous room. Scale is a big factor - always go 
bigger than you think. There is nothing worse 
than a light that is lost in a space. 

Monochrome
It goes without saying, you can never go wrong 
with monochrome in terms of glamour. Time-
less in every sense, you can go as bold or as 
low-key with this one as you fancy. How you 
choose to bring this trend about will dictate the 
level of luxury. My lust list heavily features the 
work of UK designer Bethan Gray (stocked ex-
clusively by Maoliosa in Ireland). Her intricate 
works incorporate marble and her new mono-
chrome collection of tables and accessories are 
to die for. 

And finally, what about a dash of drama? 
Lush planting? Large Andy Warhol portrait? 
Large self portrait? This is Hollywood after all.

Make sure to keep it simple and avoid the 
murky waters of pastiche. Remember it is your 
home. Have fun and be confident. Make sure 
your personality is there too. This is funda-
mental to any design you do in your home. So, 
whether you are the Great Gatsby or a Rebel 
Without a Cause, there is a Hollywood look 
that suits you. 

Roisin Lafferty is founder and director of Kingston 
Lafferty Design, or KLD. For more information, visit 
kld.com or follow her on Instagram: @roisinlafferty 
kld

Professionals 
taking the 
stress out of 
moving
ClearMove can handle all aspects 
of a house clearance and move, 
including utilities and paperwork

Arabella Page, founder of ClearMove.ie: ‘I tend not to get stressed by the process’

How to bring 
Hollywood into 
your home

Roisin Lafferty Take 
inspiration from tonight’s 
Oscars ceremony, and 
add some art-deco 
glamour to your interiors

Strong pastels like the blue and bubble-gum pink add pop to 
this Ballsbridge residence, especially set against the curved, 
brass-framed, art-deco inspired display  

The bold gold reflective finish in this vintage style, Mad 
Men-inspired bar brings Hollywood appeal to this private 
corporate space overlooking St Stephen’s Green in Dublin

Sumptuous fabrics and accessories such as velvet and a faux 
fur throw, together with dramatic art deco inspired lighting, 
bring luxury to the bedroom

A view from the sleek bar in the private offices overlooking St Stephen’s Green

Classic  monochrome floors are given a twist in this Alice in Wonderland-inspired glamorous 
parlour at The Vaults in Dublin  

Elegance is personified in this Malachite green art deco 
showroom by the Stella Collective for designer bathware 
brand Astra Walker


