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Hurrah! The weather has decided to 
join us, and send most of us outdoors 
to enjoy it. 

With the mercury soaring over 
the last week, an evening of al fresco 
dining is a realistic proposal – so now 
is the time that most of us go on the 
hunt for essential garden furniture. 

Design house Neptune has come 
up with three must-haves that every 

garden will be thankful for when the 
weather is on our side: a table, chairs 
and a parasol. 

Neptune’s solid teak Bordeaux din-
ing table seats six, and is a good place 
to start for those dining out. Its time-
less design and round shape softens 
any outdoor scheme, but rectangular 
versions are also available, should you 
prefer them.

Given our fickle climate, a parasol 
is always a reassuring thing to have, 
providing shade from strong sunlight 
and shelter from those sudden show-
ers that disappear almost as soon as 
they arrive. 

Made from canvas fabric reminis-
cent of ship’s sails, Neptune’s Antibes 
parasol has timber spokes which are 
lovely to look up at when the canopy 

is fully open.
But what is a garden table with-

out chairs that are spacious and 
comfortable enough for lounging on 
while you dine or to simply unwind 
upon?

Almost an armchair, the Pesaro, 
with its comfy weatherproof cushion 
and woven from what Neptune calls 
it’s “all-weather wicker”, makes an 

ideal garden seat.
Another durable garden seat is the 

Chatto armchair. 
While it’s not imperative that the 

Chatto is covered or taken in during 
bad weather, ideally it shouldn’t be 
left outdoors all year.

But if you are looking for garden 
seating that can be left outside in all 
weather and still look great, Nep-

tune’s simple but sleek Asthall chair 
is a great option to consider. 

With a frame made from galvan-
ised steel and its Swiss-made poly-
ethylene weave, which is the same 
material used on the soles of skis, 
the Asthall can take the worst of the 
Irish climate.

See neptune.com for Irish stockists 

T
he human brain is hard-
wired to enjoy the out-
doors. Being with nature 
is healing, uplifting and 
peaceful; and yet the 
garden is an often-over-
looked space within our 
homes. 

This is forgiveable in a climate as tem-
peramental as the Irish one, which can 
inhibit the frequency at which we use 
our gardens. 

As Irish homeowners, our most used 
spaces are largely indoor areas like large 
open-plan kitchens and cosy snugs. As 
such, they are prioritised and more heav-
ily invested in. 

But does the limited time we spend in 
our gardens mean we forego more than 
just our recommended dose of vitamin D?  
How can we take advantage of the fresh, 
quality air outdoors more often? And 
how can we create functional, usable 
spaces that can be used for more than 
just a fleeting few sunny days of the year?

The winning approach to creating a 
usable exterior is in essence the same 
as any interior space. 

By prioritising the functionality of the 
space, considering its uses and key uses 
for its occupants, we can develop and 
design gardens that are working, usable 
spaces for a large part of the year. 

The covered terrace is a great way to 
add an additional dining/living space 
to your home, one that will be usable 
long-term and will not be threatened by 

a slight shower. And by including patio 
heaters or a built-in fireplace, you can 
bring a warmth to the space, making it 
usable late into the evening.  

Garden Rooms
If a full structure is something you are 
looking for, Dublin-based company Gar-
den Rooms can literally add an additional 
room to your home for much less than 
the cost of extending. 

These rooms can be designed with 
large sliding glass doors, allowing you 
the flexibility of an open, bright and airy 
extension of the garden with the option of 
an entirely separate private space perfect 
for a home office or guest bedroom.

Zoning
Similar to the design of interior spaces, a 
garden can benefit from being ‘zoned’, or 
in other words broken into distinct areas, 
each serving a specific function. 

For example, a clever tiered garden in 
our Ranelagh Residence project created 
three different spaces within the one gar-
den: an eating area, a bench and seating 
area, and a smaller reading area beside a 
feature water fountain. 

The result is a garden that feels much 
larger than if it were all on the one  
level. Furthermore, the split-level design 
means the garden benefits from addi-
tional hours of sun, thanks to additional 
height at the rear.

Play areas
A key zone within a family garden may 
be a play area for children. 

In a typical urban home today, the gar-
den tends to be smaller, and while we 

want our gardens to be a space of fun, 
adventure and discovery for our chil-
dren, fixed play structures like swings, 
slides and trampolines can engulf and 
overwhelm the space. 

Instead, you can look towards more 

moveable play structures that can be used 
in the garden such as a teepee, a mini-
golf set, giant Jenga and other garden 
games. In this way, the garden can be an 
extension of the playroom, but the space 
is not dictated by large and immovable 
play structures.  

Lighting
Secondary to functional considerations, 
but also incredibly important, are the aes-
thetic considerations of an exterior space. 

Lighting is a hugely powerful tool for 
transforming a space.  

A combination of lighting dispersed 
around a garden will create a warm glow 
throughout, as well as making the space 
usable well after dark. 

Equally, a well-lit garden can still be 
used effectively when it’s not occupied. 
Having all of the exterior lights on in 
the evening, showcasing a back garden 
from within, can be quite spectacular 
and a much nicer alternative to staring 
at a gloomy black space with a sense of 

nothingness beyond the door.  

Planting
Garden design and, in particular, planting 
can be costly. However, the benefits of 
a well-designed garden stretch beyond 
the user alone, to humanity as a whole. 

For an average three-bedroom family 
home to become ‘carbon neutral’ or to 
compensate for the running of heating, 
lighting, kitchen appliances, electricity 
etc, the household would need to plant 
eight trees per year to counteract these 
negative effects to the environment. And 
while eight trees per year might not be 
feasible, investing in some form of plant-
ing each year is a worthwhile exercise.  

Regardless of how small a garden, by 
considering and designing the space we 
do have, we can create seamless exten-
sions of our home, in turn producing an 
extra usable and enjoyable space. 

Roisin Lafferty is the founder and creative 
director of Irish design house Kingston Laf-
ferty Design

Giving your garden 
room to blossom

Create an enjoyable and 
useful exterior space by 
looking inwards. Zoning and 
lighting are just two of the 
many tools you can employ, 
writes Roisin Lafferty

Get decked out with garden furniture that can take the heat – and the driving rain
An Asthall table A Chatto sofa set A Monaco dining set A Bordeaux garden set

From top: a zone with a water feature, built with an al fresco reader in mind; a 
larger seating area in the same project at a home in Ranelagh; and the interior of 
a sun room from Dublin supplier Garden Rooms. The rooms (left) feature large 
sliding glass patio doors and cost far less than a bricks-and-mortar extension 

Design consultancy Kingston Lafferty  

built this outdoor dining area as part 

of a tiered garden project in Ranelagh


